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Prayer over the Offerings
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings
which we bring from the abundance of your
gifts,
that through the powerful working of your
grace
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify
our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness… Amen.

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

The Eucharistic Prayer
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right and just.

Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sins of
the world, grant us peace.

The priest gives praise to God and all acclaim:
Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts.
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of
the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
After the Consecration we acclaim the
mystery of faith:
We proclaim your Death, O Lord,
and profess your Resurrection
until you come again.
or
When we eat this Bread and drink this Cup,
we proclaim your Death, O Lord,
until you come again.
or
Save us, Saviour of the world,
for by your Cross and Resurrection
you have set us free.
At the end of the Eucharistic Prayer: Amen.
The Communion Rite
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass
against us;

New

Deliver us…
For the kingdom,
the power and the glory are yours
now and for ever.
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And with your spirit.

Behold the Lamb of God…
Lord, I am not worthy
that you should enter under my roof,
but only say the word
and my soul shall be healed.
Communion Antiphon
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.
or
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
receive mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they
shall see God.
Prayer after Communion
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine
Sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of
your Son;
grant, we pray, that this gift,
which he himself gave us with love beyond
all telling,
may profit us for salvation… Amen.
THE CONCLUDING RITES
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
May almighty God bless you,
the Father, and the Son, ✠ and the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
At the end of Mass the people respond:
Thanks be to God.
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THE INTRODUCTORY RITES
Entrance Antiphon
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his
house;
he himself gives might and strength to
his people.
All make the Sign of the Cross as the priest
says:
Priest In the name of the Father,
and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.
People Amen.
The priest greets the people in one of
these ways:
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with you all.
And with your spirit.
or
Grace to you and peace from God our Father
and the Lord Jesus Christ.
And with your spirit.
or
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
Penitential Act
One of the following acts of penance is
now made:
I confess to almighty God
and to you, my brothers and sisters,
that I have greatly sinned,
in my thoughts and in my words,
in what I have done and in what I have
failed to do,
(all strike their breast and say:)
through my fault, through my fault,
through my most grievous fault;
therefore I ask blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
all the Angels and Saints,
and you, my brothers and sisters,
to pray for me to the Lord our God.
or
Have mercy on us, O Lord.
For we have sinned against you.
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Show us, O Lord, your mercy.
And grant us your salvation.
or
Lord, have mercy.
or
Lord, have mercy.		

Kyrie, eleison.
Kyrie, eleison.

Christ, have mercy. or
Christ, have mercy.		

Christe, eleison.
Christe, eleison.

Lord, have mercy.
or
Lord, have mercy.		

Kyrie, eleison.
Kyrie, eleison.

After the absolution all respond: Amen.
The Gloria
Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace to people of good will.
We praise you,
we bless you,
we adore you,
we glorify you,
we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,
O God, almighty Father.
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,
you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;
you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;
you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.
For you alone are the Holy One,
you alone are the Lord,
you alone are the Most High,
Jesus Christ,
with the Holy Spirit,
in the glory of God the Father. Amen.
The Collect
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation,
nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and
guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure…
Amen.

THE LITURGY OF THE WORD
First Reading Genesis 18:20-32
A reading from the book of Genesis.
I trust my Lord will not be angry, but give
me leave to speak.
The Lord said, “How great an outcry there is
against Sodom and Gomorrah! How grievous
is their sin! I propose to go down and see
whether or not they have done all that is
alleged in the outcry against them that has
come up to me. I am determined to know.”
The men left there and went to Sodom
while Abraham remained standing before
the Lord. Approaching him he said, “Are you
really going to destroy the just man with the
sinner? Perhaps there are fifty just men in the
town. Will you really overwhelm them, will you
not spare the place for the fifty just men in
it? Do not think of doing such a thing: to kill
the just man with the sinner, treating just and
sinner alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge
of the whole earth not administer justice?”
The Lord replied, “If at Sodom I find fifty just
men in the town, I will spare the whole place
because of them.”
Abraham replied, “I am bold indeed to
speak like this to my Lord, I who am dust and
ashes. But perhaps the fifty just men lack five:
will you destroy the whole city for five?” “No,”
he replied. “I will not destroy it if I find forty-five
just men there.” Again Abraham said to him,
“Perhaps there will only be forty there.” “I will
not do it,” he replied, “for the sake of the forty.”
Abraham said, “I trust my Lord will not be
angry, but give me leave to speak: perhaps
there will only be thirty there.” “I will not do
it,” he replied, “if I find thirty there.” He said,
“I am bold indeed to speak like this, but
perhaps there will only be twenty there.” “I will
not destroy it,” he replied, “for the sake of the
twenty.” He said, “I trust my Lord will not be
angry if I speak once more: perhaps there will
only be ten.” “I will not destroy it,” he replied,
“for the sake of the ten.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Psalm Psalm 137
R. On the day I called,
you answered me, O Lord.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. R.

2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. R.
3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of affliction
you give me life and frustrate my foes. R.
4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal.
discard not the work of your hands. R.
Second Reading Colossians 2:12-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the
Colossians.
He has brought you to life with him, he has
forgiven us all our sins.
You have been buried with Christ, when you
were baptised; and by baptism, too, you
have been raised up with him through your
belief in the power of God who raised him
from the dead. You were dead, because you
were sinners and had not been circumcised:
he has brought you to life with him, he has
forgiven us all our sins.
He has overridden the Law, and cancelled
every record of the debt that we had to pay;
he has done away with it by nailing it to the
cross.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word was made flesh and lived among
us;
to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God.
Alleluia!
or
Alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit you received is the spirit of sons,
and it makes us cry out, “Abba, Father!”
Alleluia!
The Lord be with you.
And with your spirit.
A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.

Gospel Luke 11:1-13
Ask, and it will be given to you.
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying,
and when he had finished, one of his disciples
said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John
taught his disciples,” He said to them, “Say
this when you pray:
‘Father, may your name be held holy,
your kingdom come;
give us each day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive each one who is in
debt to us.
And do not put us to the test.’ ”
He also said to them, “Suppose one of
you has a friend and goes to him in the
middle of the night to say, ‘My friend, lend
me three loaves, because a friend of mine
on his travels has just arrived at my house
and I have nothing to offer him’; and the man
answers from inside the house, ‘Do not bother
me. The door is bolted now, and my children
and I are in bed; I cannot get up to give it to
you.’ I tell you, if the man does not get up and
give it him for friendship’s sake, persistence
will be enough to make him get up and give
his friend all he wants.
“So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to
you; search, and you will find; knock, and the
door will be opened to you. For the one who
asks always receives; the one who searches
always finds; the one who knocks will always
have the door opened to him. What father
among you would hand his son a stone when
he asked for bread? Or hand him a snake
instead of a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he
asked for an egg? If you then, who are evil,
know how to give your children what is good,
how much more will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The Homily
The Profession of Faith
I believe in one God,
the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.

God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made, consubstantial with
the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
(all bow during the next three lines:)
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of
the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate,
he suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the
Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and his kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the
giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is
adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and
apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the
forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of
the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.
The bidding prayers now follow:
Let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, hear our prayer.
THE LITURGY OF THE EUCHARIST
If the prayers of blessing are said aloud the
people acclaim each time:
Blessed be God for ever.
Pray, brethren (brothers and sisters)…
May the Lord accept the sacrifice at your
hands
for the praise and glory of his name,
for our good
and the good of all his holy Church.

THE

New

Liturgy

24 JULY 2022

ENTRANCE ANTIPHON
God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his people.

COLLECT
O God, protector of those who hope in you,
without whom nothing has firm foundation, nothing is holy,
bestow in abundance your mercy upon us
and grant that, with you as our ruler and guide,
we may use the good things that pass
in such a way as to hold fast even now
to those that ever endure.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32
A reading from the book of Genesis.
The Lord said, “How great an outcry there is against Sodom and
Gomorrah! How grievous is their sin! I propose to go down and see
whether or not they have done all that is alleged in the outcry against
them that has come up to me. I am determined to know.”
The men left there and went to Sodom while Abraham remained
standing before the Lord. Approaching him he said, “Are you really
going to destroy the just man with the sinner? Perhaps there are
fifty just men in the town. Will you really overwhelm them, will you
not spare the place for the fifty just men in it? Do not think of doing
such a thing: to kill the just man with the sinner, treating just and
sinner alike! Do not think of it! Will the judge of the whole earth not
administer justice?” The Lord replied, “If at Sodom I find fifty just men
in the town, I will spare the whole place because of them.”
Abraham replied, “I am bold indeed to speak like this to my Lord,
I who am dust and ashes. But perhaps the fifty just men lack five:
will you destroy the whole city for five?” “No,” he replied. “I will not
destroy it if I find forty-five just men there.” Again Abraham said to
him, “Perhaps there will only be forty there.” “I will not do it,” he
replied, “for the sake of the forty.”
Abraham said, “I trust my Lord will not be angry, but give me leave
to speak: perhaps there will only be thirty there.” “I will not do it,” he
replied, “if I find thirty there.” He said, “I am bold indeed to speak like
this, but perhaps there will only be twenty there.” “I will not destroy it,”
he replied, “for the sake of the twenty.” He said, “I trust my Lord will
not be angry if I speak once more: perhaps there will only be ten.” “I
will not destroy it,” he replied, “for the sake of the ten.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
PSALM Psalm 137
RESPONSE: On the day I called,
you answered me, O Lord.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. R.
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. R.
3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of affliction
you give me life and frustrate my foes. R.
4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal.
discard not the work of your hands. R.

SECOND READING Colossians 2:12-14
A reading from the letter of St Paul to the Colossians.
You have been buried with Christ, when you were baptised; and by
baptism, too, you have been raised up with him through your belief
in the power of God who raised him from the dead. You were dead,
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because you were sinners and had not been circumcised: he has
brought you to life with him, he has forgiven us all our sins.
He has overridden the Law, and cancelled every record of the debt
that we had to pay; he has done away with it by nailing it to the cross.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word was made flesh and lived among us;
to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God.
Alleluia! 					
Or
Alleluia, alleluia!
The spirit you received is the spirit of sons,
and it makes us cry out, “Abba, Father!”
Alleluia!
GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
A reading from the holy Gospel according to Luke.
Once Jesus was in a certain place praying, and when he had finished,
one of his disciples said, “Lord, teach us to pray, just as John taught
his disciples,” He said to them, “Say this when you pray:
‘Father, may your name be held holy,
your kingdom come;
give us each day our daily bread,
and forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive each one who is in debt to us.
And do not put us to the test.’ ”
He also said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend and goes
to him in the middle of the night to say, ‘My friend, lend me three
loaves, because a friend of mine on his travels has just arrived at my
house and I have nothing to offer him’; and the man answers from
inside the house, ‘Do not bother me. The door is bolted now, and
my children and I are in bed; I cannot get up to give it to you.’ I tell
you, if the man does not get up and give it him for friendship’s sake,
persistence will be enough to make him get up and give his friend
all he wants.
“So I say to you: Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you
will find; knock, and the door will be opened to you. For the one who
asks always receives; the one who searches always finds; the one
who knocks will always have the door opened to him. What father
among you would hand his son a stone when he asked for bread?
Or hand him a snake instead of a fish? Or hand him a scorpion if he
asked for an egg? If you then, who are evil, know how to give your
children what is good, how much more will the heavenly Father give
the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS
Accept, O Lord, we pray, the offerings
which we bring from the abundance of your gifts,
that through the powerful working of your grace
these most sacred mysteries may sanctify our present way of life
and lead us to eternal gladness.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
COMMUNION ANTIPHON
Bless the Lord, O my soul,
and never forget all his benefits.
Or
Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they shall see God.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
We have consumed, O Lord, this divine Sacrament,
the perpetual memorial of the Passion of your Son;
grant, we pray, that this gift,
which he himself gave us with love beyond all telling,
may profit us for salvation.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Playfulness acts against boredom. And being boring is not the greatest
witness to others. St Thomas Aquinas went as far to say that there is
something sinful in boring our neighbour or in not bringing pleasure
to others. Aquinas suggested that:
Now a man who is without mirth, not only is lacking in playful
speech, but is also burdensome to others, since he is deaf to the
moderate mirth of others. Consequently they are vicious, and are
said to be boorish or rude. (Summa Theologiae, II: II, Q.168, art. 4)

ALL WORK AND NO PLAY

One day my family asked me why I was walking so fast. They
were visiting me for a long weekend during my time of study in
London. I had unwittingly taken on a new pace – that of the rat
race – and I was doing so when I was supposed to be relaxed
and enjoying their company. My mad dash mainly happened
on the London Underground: running up and down escalators,
threading through crowds to catch a train. But even when I
was above ground I was sprinting across streets to get to my
destination as quickly as possible. I didn’t realise how crazy it
was until the people who knew me best pointed it out. I had
bought into a system that kept my heart racing and my mind and
body moving from one thing to the next with no opportunity to
rest, no time to stop and smell the roses.

Our lack of playfulness can have a negative effect on others. When we neglect our social
lives, especially when we allow friendships to fade from our list of priorities, we can
become more and more irritable. It can be so tempting to pursue good causes with such
enthusiasm that other parts of our lives take second place. What happens in the process
is that we can descend into anger and bitterness.

WITNESS TO THE GOOD NEWS

God is in his holy place,
God who unites those who dwell in his house;
he himself gives might and strength to his
people.

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32
PSALM Psalm 137
RESPONSE On the day I called,

you answered me, O Lord.
1. I thank you, Lord, with all my heart,
you have heard the words of my mouth.
Before the angels I will bless you.
I will adore before your holy temple. R.
2. I thank you for your faithfulness and love
which excel all we ever knew of you.
On the day I called, you answered;
you increased the strength of my soul. R.
3. The Lord is high yet he looks on the lowly
and the haughty he knows from afar.
Though I walk in the midst of affliction
you give me life and frustrate my foes. R.

4. You stretch out your hand and save me,
your hand will do all things for me.
Your love, O Lord, is eternal.
discard not the work of your hands. R.

SECOND READING Colossians 2:12-14
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!
The Word was made flesh and lived
among us;
to all who did accept him
he gave power to become children of God.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL Luke 11:1-13
COMMUNION ANTIPHON

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
receive mercy.
Blessed are the clean of heart, for they
shall see God.
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Someone who is boring, who has allowed their work to take over, to overly deplete
their energy, who has also become angry and bitter, is not an attractive person at all.
Moreover, I would argue that they would not be an adequate witness to
the good news of Jesus. As Pope Francis wrote in his encyclical Evangelii
Gaudium, the Church grows “by attraction” (15). Good evangelists are
attractive to others in their lifestyle and way of being.

Next Sunday’s Readings:
Next Sunday’s
Readings:
FSC
Ecclesiastes
1:2; 2:21-23
Exodus
32:7-11.
Colossians
3:1-5.
9-11 13-14
logo
1 Timothy
Luke
12:13-211:12-17
Luke 15:1-32
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Faith and fun

Fr Peter Mor ris
C .Ss.R. consider s
attitudes to wor k and
r elaxation.

The fact that society, with our work ethic,
seems to endorse this kind of behaviour
seems to me to be a very serious problem.
It seems that workaholism is the socially
acceptable addiction.
It may be a good idea to ask ourselves if
our work or our busyness contributes to
our sense of dignity as a human person. In
Pope St John Paul II’s encyclical on human
work, Laborem Exercens, he expressed the
goodness of work in this way:
It is not only good in the sense that it is useful or something
to enjoy; it is also good as being something worthy, that
is to say, something that corresponds to man’s dignity,
that expresses this dignity and increases it. (9)
There is something wrong going on if, by our work or busy
lifestyle, our human life becomes stunted in some way. We
are robbing ourselves, or perhaps we are being robbed, of our
humanity. Yes, work is supposed to give us a sense of dignity and
the knowledge that we are contributing positively in some way
to society at large. Yet when work becomes the end in itself our
freedom has been diminished.
An aspect of being human is having a life apart from our work.
If this gets diminished, we lose parts of our identity and become
very one-sided and bland. The wonderful thing about play is that
it brings out another part of ourselves that does not necessarily
see the light of day elsewhere. It can often bring out our joy, or
mirth, as some put it.
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SUNDAY PLUS

Our Father

The Gospel in
a few lines
By Paul Higginson

T

he
“Our
Father”
encapsulates the entire
Gospel in just a few simple
lines. As a wise teacher once
advised when asked how to
pray – “Say the Our Father and
take an hour to say it”. The focus
of our prayer often begins with
me: “what do I want?”, “what do
I need?” – but here we pray Our

Father (not My Father). Because
Jesus sees us as his brothers
and sisters, then we too can join
him in calling God our heavenly
Father – we are his children. The
word Jesus uses is “Abba” – best
translated as “Dad” in modern
English.
We then pray for the coming
of God’s kingdom – a kingdom
not of armies, thrones and
worldly power but one of
justice, peace and truth. We

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

Amen.

St James

Visit the Cast Courts of the Victoria and Albert
Museum in London for an apostolic surprise!
A vast, life-size, nineteenth-century plaster
cast of the twelfth-century Portico de la Gloria
at the cathedral of Santiago de Compostela in
Spain brings many an amazed museum visitor
to a standstill.
Tradition holds that the remains of St James
are interred within the cathedral. Since the
ninth century, countless pilgrims have headed
to the Spanish city identified with the apostle.

By Fr Royston Price C.Ss.R.
“I thank you Lord, with all my heart: you have
heard the words of my mouth”. The Lord always
hears our prayer, those words we speak out loud,
those made in the silence of our heart, and even
those that we can’t put into words, that bubble up
from the depths of our inner life. We don’t have
to be notably articulate to pray, but just speak
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Monday:
2 Corinthians 4:7-15
Matthew 20:20-28

After many years in the classroom,
Paul Higginson’s retirement offers
him new possibilities for
contributing to parish life.

Feast of the week
Saturday 25 July

Prayer works

Today:
Genesis 18:20-32
Colossians 2:12-14
Luke 11:1-13

same way that we forgive
those who hurt us. You
cannot live an authentic life
unless you are prepared to
forgive. Finally, we ask God
not to give us our “test” or
“cross” until he has given us
all we need to be able to get
through it.

are co-creators of this kingdom
and this is to be our principal
task in life. Earth is not a
preparation for a heaven that
is to come, it is the place where
heaven is brought into being
by our actions and our life with
Christ. We ask for “daily bread”,
the practical and spiritual
nourishment to sustain us, not
just for ourselves, but for all
those in need. We then pray
for forgiveness from God in the

Tuesday:
Jeremiah 15:10. 16-21
Matthew 13:44-46

Today, approximately 200,000 pilgrims
per year follow the Camino de Santiago (the
Way of St James). Each has their reasons for
undertaking a pilgrimage which spans Europe
and ends in the cathedral at Compostela. Since
its creation, how many people have seen the
V&A copy of the original cathedral entrance,
remembering their journey’s end and their
pilgrimage-inspired life changes? How many
walked before them in previous centuries?
Only God knows. Similarly, only God knows
who would have walked had they been
able. Might the V&A offer a mini-pilgrimage
destination?

to God with confidence, talking to the Lord as we
would to our best friend. Indeed, Christ gives us
the definitive Christian prayer in the Our Father:
so simple that children can learn it at their parent’s
knee, and so deep that entire lifetimes can be spent
contemplating and inhabiting it. We need to ask the
Lord for everything, from our daily bread to help
in our daily struggles, and also to place ourselves
in the divine presence, raising our hearts and our
minds to the God who has loved us from eternity.
Fr Royston Price is the Vocations Director for the London
Province of the Redemptorists.
Wednesday:
Jeremiah 15:10. 16-21
Matthew 13:44-46

Thursday:
Jeremiah 18:1-6
Matthew 13:47-53

“We must pray to the Father,
who begot us. But this is not
all: we must pray “our” Father,
that is, not the Father of a
generic and too anonymous
“all”, but the One who begot
you, who gave you life, who
gave life to you and me.”

Friday:
1 John 4:7-16
John 11:19-27 or 10:38-42
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Pope Francis
Saturday:
Jeremiah 26:11-16. 24
Matthew 14:1-12

Next Sunday:
Ecclesiastes 1:2; 2:21-23
Colossians 3:1-5. 9-11
Luke 12:13-21
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“Lord, teach us to pray.”

Illustration
The priest visited Richard, an elderly parishioner, on Christmas Eve and they got
to talking about Christmases past. Richard pointed to a black-and-white photo
of a young girl, and said: “Christmas is the day she died. We had all her toys for
her wrapped up, but she never got to see them. She wasn’t even three. Then
they told us we couldn’t have any more children. My faith went a bit dodgy after
that. Sister Monica came to see us and we talked about it. She said: I’m going to
pray for you every day until you have another baby. And she did. Thirteen years
later, we went back to the maternity hospital and my wife Annie gave birth to a
baby girl. We gave her the toys we’d kept for our first daughter. You see, Father,
miracles do happen.”

Gospel Teaching
The readings today speak to us of the power of intercessory prayer, the kind
of prayer Sister Monica made for Richard and Annie. Abraham prays for the
sinful people of Sodom, asking God not to destroy the just along with the unjust.
Beneath the colourful description – more reminiscent of market haggling than
prayer – lies the deep conviction of the power of prayer to change things.
It is a conviction that Jesus shared. When his disciples asked him to teach them
to pray, Jesus taught them the “Our Father”, which is simply a prayer made up
of five petitions, two concerning God and three for the disciples’ own needs. The
reason why Jesus has confidence in the power of intercessory prayer is found
quite simply in the opening word: in the language Jesus spoke it is “Abba”,
“daddy”. God is his Father – not a remote figure but one who is intimately close
to him. A person who regards God as “daddy” is someone who has complete
confidence that God will act on his or her behalf. Prayer has power to change
things when we have that intimate, trusting relationship with God who is Abba.
Prayer, for Jesus, is never simply about asking for things; it is about having that
intimate relationship with God. The disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray
precisely because they see him doing it, so often and with such intensity. They
perceive the depth of his relationship with God, and this is what they wish to
have also.

Jesus didn’t simply teach the disciples a prayer; he taught them a whole attitude,
a way of relating to God. Jesus stresses the importance of persisting in prayer,
even if at times God seems to be like the reluctant friend who is slow to answer.
Jesus tells us we need to persevere. Sister Monica’s prayer was only answered
after thirteen years. And prayer is not like magic, coercing God to do what we
want. If we have an intimate relationship with God, then as well as persevering
in prayer, we will also trust God when things do not work out precisely as we
would want. God is a loving Father and we can rely on his goodness. If sinful or
weak human beings know how to be kind to their children, how much more is
this true of God.
The ultimate proof that God the Father wants only good things for his children is
in his gift of his very own life, the Holy Spirit. There is nothing more that God can
give than to allow us to share in his Spirit, his life. This is pure self-giving.

Application
St Luke’s community was composed largely of Gentile Christians who had none
of the Jewish familiarity with prayer which other early Christian communities
had. It is only in Luke’s Gospel that the disciples ask Jesus to teach them to pray.
This reflects Luke’s concern simply to encourage his people to do it.
It is a timely message for us today. So much is written and spoken about prayer,
but there is no substitute for the actual practice of it. And Jesus’ teaching is
not complicated. The basis of all prayer is a relationship of trust and intimacy
with God. Jesus calls us to develop a childlike dependence on the Father, which
quite simply expects God to act in answer to our prayers and to give us what we
need. Jesus tells us to persevere in prayer and to count on God’s kindness. The
ultimate proof of God’s overflowing generosity is the gift of the Holy Spirit. This
is the answer to our deepest longings and our most heartfelt prayer. It is a gift
worth asking for.
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